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Today we had the Folk Song competition. We
dressed in white shirts, blue jeans and black shoes.
We tied a red handkerchief around our heads.
It was very eye-catching. Our song filled up the
whole atmosphere of the competition hall. | could
barely hear our echo when the audience clapped
their hands to express their appreciation. | was
very happy that we could enier the final of the

competition.
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Rev. Fr. Alfredo Rollon, SVD

It is always fun to see young children singing in
a choir. For the past five years, | have this privilege
Folk Song Competition in Hong Kong. Every group
never fails to amaze me. There were moments
that | was teary-eyed and my soul was seemingly

touched by the way these young children sing. You

can see in their eyes the enthusiasm and energy

every time they render their masterpieces.

By being part of the St. Edwards Catholic
Primary School Choir (I server as a big brother
and a singing coach) | have learned that singing
is a good way to learn. First they learned how to
speak in English in a fun and easy way They can
learn new vocabularies, right pronunciation, and
also about literature since many of the lyrics of the

songs are in literary form.

The children also learned teamwork. In a choir,
it is not only important to sing the right note, but
also sing it with harmony with the other members.
One cannot sing very loud or very soft especially
if it will affect the whole group. Every movement
should be coordinated. One has to make a lot
of sacrifices for the sake of the others. There is
great chance that these lessons on teamwork will
be used when they grow up. Children may realize
that to be successful in life, we have to work as a
team. And also they will learn how to care with one

another.

Most important is they learned to have fun. One
can notice that children (or even adults) are happy
when they sing. They can even express themselves
in a very positive way. In my experience, | together
with my coaching partner choose a song that gives
joy and positive message to the children. These
songs may be about nature, lessons in life, or
friendship. With this, the children will feel very
positive while singing, and also they will have fun

by doing it.

| am looking forward to the next singing
competition. Not only with the hope of winning
some prizes, but most important is the experience
of teaching the children to sing. And as one
song says: ‘I’ d like to teach the world to ging--

in perfect harmony.”
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