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A

Whenever commemorative cer-
emonies are made for important and
events, they are often made at five or
ten year intervals. No wonder this year
is treated as an important time for the
Inter-primary School Folk Song Group
Competition — 2006 marks the fifth an-
niversary of the event.

Lingnan Primary School has
been attending the event since its in-
ception five years ago. As a parent
and audience for the past few years,
I am most thankful for the organizer,
QualiEd  Educational Organization
Limited, for creating wonderful oppor-
tunities for primary students to know
more about folk songs. Not trying to
demean popular music, I reckon folk
songs are wonderful for the growing up
of our children. Folk songs are often
about healthy subjects and not limited
to boy-girl relationship. They let the
kids think about nature, poverty, wars,
etc. Singing folk songs is also a terrific
way for the kids to brush up their Eng-
lish. Such was my experience at least. 1
recall in my secondary school days, we
had lunch time folk song sessions every
week. I just cannot forget the memora-
ble times when my fellow students were
so deeply involved in the activities and
thoroughly enjoying themselves. The
only regret is that I didn’t start any ear-
lier. T often told my kids that they are
fortunate to have the exposure to folk
songs in primary school.

Indeed, I enjoy so much nowa-
days when I can pick up my guitar at
home and sing with my kids. We talk
about walking along Country Roads,
how we would Like to Teach the World
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to Sing, and how much we treasure
Today. Who knows what comes next?
We, as a family, many venture into the
wild and watch the Starry Starry Night.
But if you ask me what I would do most
immediately, I would say to the kids to
start practicing for the fifth Folk Song
Group Concert the sooner the better
—just to get the most out of singing folk
songs.

Happy 5th birthday, QualiEd In-
ter-Primary School Folk Song Group
Competition!
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